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STUDENTS AND SATYAGRAHA

Q. Why do you object to students participating in the
Satyagraha campaign, if it is launched ? And why must they
leave school or college for good, in case they are permitted?
Surely students in England are not silently looking on when
their country is engaged in a war.

A. To withdraw students from schools and colleges is to
encourage them in a programme of non-co-operation. It is not
on our programme today. If I were in charge of the Satyagraha
campaign, I should neither invite nor encourage the students
to leave their schools and colleges. We have seen by expe-
rience that the students have not yet got over their passion for
Government schools and colleges. That these institutions have
lost their glamour is a gain, but I do not set much store by it.
And if the institutions are to continue, withdrawal of students
for Satyagraha will do them no good and will be of little help to
the cause. Such withdrawal will not be non-violent. I have
said that those who intend to join the campaign should leave
their schools or colleges for good and resolve to devote them-
selves to the nation's service even after the struggle is oVer.
There is no comparison between the students here and those in
England. There the whole nation is involved in the war. The
institutions have been closed down by the managers. Here, on
the contrary, students leaving their schools and colleges would
do so in spite of the heads of those institutions.

Harijan, 15-9-1940
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